
William Frank Laraway
May 26, 1933 - March 22, 2019

William Frank Laraway, Jr., born May 26, 1933, died March 22, 2019 after a
brief illness. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Patricia G. Davis Laraway;
children, Jacqueline, Kennedy and Kristen Acee Laraway, and grandchildren,
Kate, Stephen, & Anna Laraway. He is greatly missed by his loyal canine
friend, Sandy. He thoroughly enjoyed relationships with his surviving nieces
and nephew, Bobbie Urbanek Harris, Peggy Urbanek Dunnam, Steve
Urbanek, & Joan Panke. 

 Mr. Laraway was a native of Fairhope, Alabama, where he was born and
raised on a small dairy and chicken farm, learned the arts of farming and
carpentry from his father, William Frank Laraway, Sr., and mother, Emilie K.
Laraway; and was taught manners and grammar by his sisters, Margaret
Laraway Urbanek, and Emilie Grace Laraway Panke. 

 He attended the Marietta Johnson School of Organic Education in Fairhope,
Alabama for 14 years, graduating in 1951. He attended Guilford College in
Greensboro, North Carolina, completing studies in philosophy, mathematics,
and sciences to receive a BA in 1956. He was an architectural apprentice to
Frank Lloyd Wright from 1958-1959, acquiring his degree in architecture at the
University of Michigan in 1963. During his stay in Ann Arbor, Michigan for
education, he worked with Dr.s Conn , Fajans, Louis, & Floyd at the
Endocrinology & Metabolism Research Laboratory for five years, which was
one of the singular exceptional experiences of his life; and they remained life-
long friends. 



Frank and Pat married in Ann Arbor at the Ann Arbor Unitarian Church in
1963 before moving back to Fairhope in 1965, shortly thereafter settling at his
long term home on Fish River in 1966-2019. He taught architecture at Auburn
University for a period of time. 

 He is past secretary and president of the Baldwin County Historical Society.
He shared a life-time fascination with the history and accouterments of the
American Civil War with many historical society friends throughout the years.
He spent many hours "boon-docking" through the woods of Baldwin County
and the rest of Alabama in search of the Original Mobile settlement at Mauvila
and other civil war sites and entrenchments built on Indian mounds throughout
the state. Through these pursuits, he became an avid kayaker and biker,
traveling with the Sierra Club for many events around the country. 

 He followed the trail of naturalist and artist, William Bartram with great
interest, and planted many native plants described by Bartram in his travels
on his property at Fish River. He was also a long-time friend and supporter of
the Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Baldwin County,
Alabama. 

 A Memorial Gathering will be held in celebration and honor of Mr. Laraway's
life on May 26, 2019 at 3:30 p.m. at the Fairhope Unitarian Fellowship located
at 1150 Fairhope Avenue, Fairhope, Alabama. Family and friends are invited
to bring pictures or written accounts of Mr. Laraway to leave with the family.
This will be an informal gathering to reminisce, respect, and share any items
of interest regarding Frank's life. The family asks that in lieu of flowers or
cards, displays of respect and condolence be carried out in the form of
charitable donations to Mr. Laraway's favorite organizations in memorium: The
Sierra Club, Emily's List, The Marietta Johnson Museum, Weeks Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve, Fairhope Unitarian Fellowship & Baldwin
County Historical Society 

 ARRANGEMENTS ARE ENTRUSTED TO CASON FUNERAL SERVICE IN
FOLEY ALABAMA IN FOLEY ALABAMA
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LS

Linda Horne Small - March 26, 2019 at 07:09 PM

I and my family send condolences. Frank came to our house in
Fairhope when he was a teenager and those visits continued for as
long as I can remember. I still see him as a young man sitting on the
wooden stool in our kitchen sharing ideas and thoughts with my
mother, Verda Horne, while she made dinner. He wrote poems
about both my folks and sent them to us and they are treasures. He
consoled my dad when Verda was lost to us for such a long time. A
kind neighbor and friend.

JC

Judith Coe - May 14, 2019 at 01:28 AM

Jacquie and family, friends, I am sorry about the loss of your father. It
sounds like he had a wonderful, blessed life; esp with the Wright
Brothers and the Medical education. May God give you comfort and
peace. I know it is so difficult to lose a parent. Hugs.

Jacquie Laraway - March 26, 2019 at 03:47 PM

11 files added to the album Memories Album


